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17 February 2026 

To: Waipā District Council 
Private Bag 2402 
Te Awamutu, 3840 
 

RE: Submission on Plan Change 25: Shelterbelts and Artificial Crop Protection and Support 
Structures 

Submitter Waipā District Council (WDC) 
Contact Phone Number 0800 924 723 
Address for Service Chief Executive Officer 

Waipā District Council 
Private Bag 2402 
Te Awamutu, 3840 
Attn: 

Trade Competition I could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this 
submission. 

Hearing WDC wishes to be heard in support of this submission. 
Others If others make a similar submission, WDC would not consider 

presenting a joint case with them at the hearing. 
Position Support 

 

Submission matters 

Waipā District Council’s submission focusses on the following matters, to: 

• Replace corrupted sections of Appendix 7 – Summary of the Proposed Changes to the Waipā 
District Plan (Appendix 7) version on the Proposed Plan Change 25 (PC25) webpage; and 

• Remove reference to ‘Ancillary Structures’. 
 

1. Replacement of missing provision sections  
 
Appendix 7 – Summary of the Proposed Changes to the Waipā District Plan, that forms part 
of the suite of notified documents for the plan change as notified contains two sections, a: 
• Summary of the proposed changes to the Waipā District Plan; and 
• Tracked change version of the relevant sections of the Waipā District Plan. 
 
Waipā District Council have identified that this notified version of Appendix 7 is corrupted, 
with missing numbering and blank text boxes.  It appears that this has occurred following the 
conversion of the ePlan text into a Word document for formatting.   

Appendix 7 should have reflected the version approved through the Plan Exemption approval 
by the Minister Responsible for RM Reform (Attachment 1), and the text in the ePlan for PC25. 
Council has cross referenced and is able to confirm that the correct version of the proposed 
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changes are set out in Appendix 6 of the notified suite of documents as well as the PC25 text 
version of the ePlan. 

 
The matters that have been corrupted are limited to the tracked change section of Appendix 
7, specifically provisions in Section 4 – Rural Zone and Section 21 – Information and 
Assessment Criteria, being: 
• Incorrect numbering of the policies relating to Objective 4.3.2 (Policies 4.3.2.1-4.3.2.7) 
• Incorrect numbering of provisions (Rules 4.4.2.1 – 4.4.2.3; Assessment Criteria 

21.1.4.13A) 
• Missing Restriction of Discretion and Assessment Criteria information (Rules 4.4.2.2; 

4.4.2.7; 4.4.2.8; 4.4.2.9 and 4.4.2.9A; 4.4.2.10; 4.4.2.58) 
• Reference ‘Operative Date’ in Rule 4.4.2.57A 
 

2. Removing Reference to Ancillary Structures 

Assessment Criteria Rule 21.1.25.10 should relate to Artificial Crop Protection Structures and 
Crop Support Structures, however, the text in the notified version of Appendix 7 retains 
reference to ‘ancillary structures’ as presently stated in the Waipā District Plan.   

The use of the term ‘ancillary structures’ is an existing term that is not identified through either 
definition or other rules within the district plan relative to artificial screens. Appendix 6 of the 
s.32 Evaluation Report, states that this assessment criteria is proposed to be changed to 
reflect the proposed alignment through PC25 for Artificial Screens (now collectively included 
as Artificial Crop Protection Structures), that Crop Support Structures are being introduced 
through PC25 and that collectively these crop structures are reference in Rule 25.3.10.  

Therefore, the term ‘ancillary structures’ has become redundant and should be removed from 
Rule 21.1.25.10 and replaced with reference to Crop Protection Structures. 

Relief Sought 

The relief sought by this submission is set out in Attachment 2 as identified by blue highlighted 
text; and any other relief considered necessary and appropriate to address the issues raised by 
this submission. 

 

 

Peter Skilton 
Team Leader District Plan 
Waipā District Council  
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Attachment 1 – Appendix 7 – Draft changes to the Operative Waipā District Plan 
Proposed via PC25, June 2025 
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Definitions

Where a word or phrase is defined in this section, its definition includes any variations of the word or
phrase that are plural or vice versa. In most instances, words used in the Plan are best defined
using their ordinary dictionary meaning. The words listed below are given an extended meaning.
Where a building or activity is more specifically defined then the specific definition overrides the
more general. All words or phrases that are defined for the purpose of the Plan are shown in
UPPERCASE.

‘Access strip’ has the same meaning as in the ACT.

‘Accessory
building’

means a BUILDING, the use of which is clearly incidental to the use of the
principal LAND USE or BUILDING on that SITE, or to any permitted use of the
land if not built upon and includes, but is not limited to; a carport, garage
(excluding a garage which is integrated into and forms part of a DWELLING),
workshop, and shed.

For the avoidance of doubt, an ACCESSORY BUILDING shall not include
BUILDINGS which are capable of being lived in independently.

‘Accessory use’ means any use of land which is clearly incidental to the use of the PRINCIPAL
BUILDING or ACTIVITY on the same SITE.

‘Act’ means the Resource Management Act 1991.

‘Activity’ means the undertaking of an action for a specified purpose, and includes the
establishment of BUILDINGS and/or other DEVELOPMENT associated with
that ACTIVITY.

‘Activity days’ means days associated with MYSTERY CREEK EVENT DAYS and KART
ACTIVITY DAYS which are subject to specific rules, and are scheduled in
advance of the activities occurring.

‘Adjacent’ means an ALLOTMENT or SITE that is ADJOINING another ALLOTMENT or
SITE, except that it is separated only by the width of a ROAD, railway, drain or
watercourse.

‘Adjoining’ means an ALLOTMENT or SITE that is directly ADJOINING and contiguous to
another ALLOTMENT or SITE, as demonstrated in the diagrams below:
 

‘Agrichemical’ means any substance, whether inorganic or organic, man-made or naturally
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Results in an increase of an existing non compliance with a rule or rules of
this Plan.

‘Boundary
relocation’

means an alteration to the boundaries between two or more ALLOTMENTS or
certificates of title, that will result in the location of the boundaries, area, shape,
or access of the ALLOTMENTS or certificates of title being significantly
changed, and does not result in, or increase the degree of any non compliance
with a rule or rules of this Plan.

‘Building’ means any BUILDING or structure, or part of a BUILDING or structure,
whether temporary or permanent, moveable or immovable, but does not
include:
 

Any BUILDING or structure less than 5m  in area, and less than 1m in
HEIGHT; or

Any retaining wall less than 1.5m in HEIGHT, provided that any retaining wall
(regardless of HEIGHT) which supports any load or surcharge additional to
the load of the ground is considered to be a BUILDING; or

Any fence or wall less than 1.8m in HEIGHT; or

Any retaining wall or fence on top of a retaining wall that does not jointly
exceed 1.8m in HEIGHT; or

Any swimming pool or spa pool less than 1m in HEIGHT above GROUND
LEVEL; or

Any vehicle or caravan whether movable or immovable which is not used as
a place of permanent residence or business, or for assembly or storage
purposes; or

Any mast, pole or radio or television aerial which is less than 2m in HEIGHT
above the point of attachment or its base support; or

Any uncovered part of a deck (excluding balustrades and hand rails) or
terrace, platform or bridge which is less than 1m above GROUND LEVEL;
or

Any ELECTRIC LINES or TELECOMMUNICATION LINES; or

Any SUBSTATION fence not exceeding 2.5m in HEIGHT.

2

‘Building
improvement
centre’

means any premises used for the storage, display and sale of goods and
materials used in the construction, repair, alteration and renovation of
BUILDINGS and includes retail — nurseries and garden centres.

‘Building
platform’

means an area of land identified on a plan for the purposes of identifying the
future location of a BUILDING that is geotechnically sound, unaffected by any
known hazards such as flooding, uncontrolled fill, PEAT SOILS,
unconsolidated material, past quarrying ACTIVITY, visible natural springs,
ponding areas, natural ground subsidence, sinkholes, land slip escarpments,
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land’

‘Continuous
cover forestry’

means use of silvicultural systems that maintain the forest canopy at one or
more levels, without clearfelling.

‘Corner site’ refer to definition of SITE.

‘Council/Council’s’means the Waipā District Council or any committee, subcommittee or person
to whom COUNCIL’S powers, duties and discretions under the ACT have
lawfully been delegated.

‘CPTED’ or
‘Crime
Prevention
through
Environmental
Design’

means a crime prevention philosophy based on proper design and effective
use of the built ENVIRONMENT.
 
Note: the use of CPTED is intended to reduce crime and fear of crime by
reducing criminal opportunity and fostering positive social interaction among
legitimate users of space.

‘Crop Support
Structure’

means an open, uncovered structure on which plants are grown. 

‘Cul-de-sac’ means a street that is closed at one end.

‘Cultural impact
assessment’

means an assessment of the effects of a proposed DEVELOPMENT or
ACTIVITY on the beliefs, values or physical well-being of the TĀNGATA
WHENUA within whose rohe the DEVELOPMENT or ACTIVITY is proposed.
This assessment includes cultural, social, environmental and economic
effects.

‘Cultural
landscape’ 

means areas identified on the Planning Maps of significance to Māori, including
iwi, hapū and whānau and which may contain an inter-related group of heritage
features or ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES of significance to Māori and European
and includes any CULTURAL SITE identified in Appendix N9.

‘Cultural site’ means any wāhi tapu or wāhi taonga or any place that contains koiwi tāngata.
CULTURAL SITES may also be ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES as defined in this
Plan and MARAE or other specific sites of significance to TĀNGATA WHENUA.

‘Customary
activities’

means traditional Māori activities, and includes customary food, textile, art, or
medicinal gathering; waka ama; Kīngitanga events (Poukai); and activities that
recognise and provide for the special relationship between TĀNGATA
WHENUA and places of customary importance.

‘Dairy’ refer to definition of GENERAL STORE OR DAIRY.
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alterations
heritage item’ 

this Plan), means any work by way of construction or modification which may
have the effect of altering the exterior fabric of the BUILDING and includes the
removal and replacement of external walls, windows, ceilings, roofs, veranda,
parapets, balustrades, abutments and supports and MAINTENANCE using
materials or techniques that are detrimental to the materials or finish of the
HERITAGE ITEM.

‘Farming
activities’

means an agricultural and/or horticultural ACTIVITY having as its primary
purpose, the production of goods for human or animal consumption and
includes any livestock or crop, using the in-situ soil, vegetation, water and air
as the medium for production, and must include maintaining the ground cover.
For the avoidance of doubt, FARMING ACTIVITIES includes:

ANCILLARY ACTIVITIES including the storage and initial processing of
horticultural and agricultural products produced on-site; and

The storage and spreading of any solid or liquid animal waste generated on-
site by FARMING ACTIVITIES: and

Farm implement sheds, stables, hay barns and BUILDINGS for the storage
of feed which is to be used on the HOLDING; and

BEEKEEPING (and associated ACTIVITIES including extraction processing,
production of honey and bee products, packaging, storage and distribution);
and

PACKING SHEDS; and

Stud farming, and horse training; and

The feeding of young stock in a BUILDING or similar enclosure or wintering
of stock on a feed pad as part of normal pastoral FARMING ACTIVITIES for
a limited season only; and

Artificial crop protection structures and crop support structures; and

Greenhouses/glasshouses with a PERMEABLE floor and where the soil
profile is maintained if located on high quality soil; and

OUTDOOR (EXTENSIVE) PIG FARMING; and

CONSERVATION PLANTING; and

The use of FARM AIRSTRIPS AND FARM HELIPADS.

‘Farm airstrips
and farm
helipads’ 

means any area of Rural zoned land used for take off and landing of aircraft
(including helicopters), for the purpose of servicing rural land. Such servicing
includes but is not limited to aerial topdressing, application of
AGRICHEMICALS, fire fighting, forestry, fencing, delivery of farm supplies and
equipment, and the collection of farm produce, but excludes airstrips or
HELIPADS directly associated with commercial passenger transport or
associated with any ACTIVITY located in the Rural Zone for which resource
consent is required.
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Gas and oil pipelines; and

Trade waste sewers and wastewater pipelines; and

On farm milk and farm effluent storage and disposal.

‘Hazardous
substance’

has the same meaning as in the ACT.

‘Healthcare
facilities’

means any land or BUILDING used, or intended to be used, for the provision of
professional and/or associated services to care for the physical and mental
well-being of people, and includes HOSPITALS, psychiatric units, clinics,
polyclinics, medical rooms, LABORATORIES, diagnostic and radiology
treatment premises; and DWELLINGS for people requiring care, attention and
counselling, with or without the administration of medication.

‘Heavy motor
vehicle’ and
‘Heavy vehicle’

means a motor vehicle that has a gross vehicle mass (GVM) exceeding 3500
kilograms.

‘Hedge’ means a row of bushes or trees planted close together to form a fence or
boundary, and provide screening. 
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BUILDING, or where within the same BUILDING, by a door, a wall or a garage.

‘Secondary
dwelling’

means an independent DWELLING that is secondary to the PRINCIPAL
DWELLING on the same SITE.

‘Secondary flow
path’

means the path taken by runoff in excess of the primary design flow, which is
capable of providing protection to the surrounding ENVIRONMENT for a 1 in 50
year return period rain event.

‘Sensitive
location’

means, for the purposes of TRANSFERABLE DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS, the
locations outlined in Rule 15.4.2.43.

‘Service lane’ means land dedicated as SERVICE LANE for intermittent access to
ADJACENT or ADJOINING properties in the Residential Zone, Commercial
Zone or Industrial Zone.

‘Service station’ means any SITE where the PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY is the retail sale of motor
fuels and lubricating oils and includes:
 

The sale of kerosene, tyres, batteries and other accessories normally
associated with motor vehicles; and/or

The cleaning of vehicles; and/or

Mechanical and electrical servicing and repair of vehicles and light
machinery such as lawn mowers; and/or

ANCILLARY RETAIL; and/or

Trailer hire.
But does not include panel beating, spray painting or heavy engineering such
as engine reboring and crank shaft grinding.

‘Shelter
belt‘Shelterbelt’

means a row of trees not more than four deep, planted for the purpose of
providing wind shelter and screening.
To avoid any doubt, a hedge with a maximum height of 3m or less that is
located outside of a viewshaft or the SH3 Scenic Corridor is not a shelterbelt.

‘Show home’ means any BUILDING designed to be used as a RESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY
placed on temporary or permanent foundations for the purpose of the display
or advertising of that home or that type of house.

‘Side boundary’ refer to the definition of SITE.

‘Sign’ shall mean any name, figure, character, outline, spectacle, display, delineation,
projection, blimp, billboard skin, poster, handbill, advertising device or
appliance or any other thing of a similar nature to attract attention which is
visible from PUBLIC PLACES and shall include:
 

All parts, portions, units and materials composing the same, together with
the frame, background, structure and support or anchorage thereof, as the
case may be and shall also include any of the foregoing things when
displayed on a hoarding or painted on a BUILDING; and
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Section 4 - Rural Zone

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 Waipā District is largely characterised by an exceptionally productive rural sector, arising
from the existence of high class soils. 37% of the District is classified as containing high
class soils, representing over 9% of the high class soils nationally. 12% of the District is
classified as peat soils, representing roughly 8% of peat soils nationally. Maintaining this
resource for rural production is of critical importance to the District. 

4.1.2 The Rural Zone is primarily a pastoral rural working environment that is reliant on the rural
land and soil resource of the District, and is largely typified by an open rural landscape.
Dairy farming is the main rural land use in the District, followed by beef, and sheep
farming. Horticulture is also a prominent contributor to the District. Although there are
fewer properties involved in the equine industry, it is also a very significant contributor to
the economy of the Waipā District.

4.1.3 Over time, the nature of dairy farming has changed due to a number of economic drivers.
These trends include an increase in average farm area and stocking rate per hectare,
coupled with an increase in the use of off farm supplements. The use of feed pads to
facilitate supplementary feeding while reducing pasture damage has also been growing
(Waikato Regional Council technical publication 2009/28). The changingActivities such as
horticulture and crop production are becoming more common throughout the district. This
diversification in rural activities means there is an evolving change to the rural working
environment of the district. As a result, the nature of farming practice has resulted in
changes to the scalepractices and nature of actual and potentialtheir associated effects
on the environment are changing. The appropriateAppropriate methods to address these
effects are a key issue for the Plan.

4.1.4 A variety of other rural based industrial uses can occur in the Rural Zone, as can mineral
extraction, forestry, tourism and home occupations. Retaining rural character and amenity
when making provision for activities that require a rural setting, or provide for lifestyle
choices is important. The Rural Zone of the District has a boundary with several urban
environments including Cambridge, Te Awamutu, and Hamilton City; and also borders
Hamilton Airport, the Mystery Creek Event Centre, and the Karāpiro Lake Domain, as well
as a number of rural marae/papakāinga. The relationship between development in the
Rural Zone and urban areas and other activities needs to be carefully managed to protect
the character, operation and growth of these locations in addition to maintaining rural
character and amenity values. 

4.1.5 There are a number of policy and statutory documents that provide direction to the
outcomes sought through this Plan. These include, national and regional policy
statements and plans, the Treaty of Waitangi and Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato
— The Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River. The Future Proof Growth Strategy and
Implementation Plan 2009 and the Waipā District Growth Strategy also provide direction
on the anticipated settlement pattern of the District including the Rural Zone. The
partnership principle embodied within the various Treaty of Waitangi settlements is
important and also needs to be reflected within the provisions of this Plan.
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4.1.6 This section of the Plan builds on the directions in National Policy Statements and the
Waikato Regional Policy Statement. A key strategy for implementing these directions is
encouraging rural land uses to internalise effects (e.g. by requiring setbacks for buildings
and activities) while recognising that seasonal farming activities will have effects that
cannot be completely internalised due to their scale and nature (e.g. harvesting and
grazing). The intention of this section is to set the framework to enable continued use of
the Rural Zone for a wide range of rural productive activities while continuing to emphasise
the need to internalise adverse effects, and avoid cumulative adverse effects of land use
activities on the environment. In respect of mineral extraction and aggregate extraction and
intensive farming sites, it is expected that total internalisation of effects will occur as far as
it is practicable.

4.1.7 Located within the Rural Zone is the Tokanui Dairy Research Centre which includes a
Research Farm and Campus. The purpose of the Tokanui Dairy Research Centre is to
provide for activities and facilities related to dairy research, which have the potential to
directly benefit dairying within the Waipā District, the Waikato Region and nationwide.
Within the Core Campus Area it is anticipated that additional buildings could be
established and used for dairy research related activities. It is also anticipated that some
research activities could take place on the surrounding farmland within the property. This
property up until 1992 was designated as the “Tokanui Agricultural Research Farm”. 

4.1.8 A number of National Grid transmission lines traverse the Rural Zone of Waipā District.
The subdivision, use and development of land is controlled within a defined National Grid
Corridor to ensure potential adverse effects are appropriately addressed. The greatest
level of restriction on landowners is within the National Grid Yard (particularly the support
structures) which is the area that is closest to the transmission line and where there is the
greatest potential for adverse effects to occur. The restrictions recognise that the greatest
potential effects are generated by sensitive activities and intensive development.
Notwithstanding such restrictions, any lawfully established activities within the National
Grid Corridor can continue as long as they meet the criteria for existing use rights in the
Act or are a permitted activity.

4.1.9 The management of subdivision within the National Grid Corridor is addressed in Section
15 (Infrastructure, Hazards, Development and Subdivision).

4.1.10 The dairy industry is extremely important to the economic and social well-being of the
District, the Region and New Zealand. The dairy farms in the District are highly productive
and are significant contributors to the total volume of milk produced in the Waikato Region.
Technological advancements in dairy research in a range of areas, including
environmental performance, are of fundamental importance to the production and
performance of the industry as a whole.

4.1.11 In addition to supporting economic growth, the Rural Zone supports Waipā residents by
providing opportunities for passive and active recreation, and it is also valued for its
character and amenity. A key part of rural character and amenity is the District’s
landscapes, areas of natural vegetation, lakes and water bodies.

4.1.12 Rural character is a broad concept, defined by the various elements that make up the rural
environment. These elements help to distinguish the differences between those areas that
are urban or large lot residential, from those which are rural. The elements that define the
District’s rural character are:
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a. Areas of vegetation (in a natural state or managed, indigenous and/or exotic), such
as pasture used for grazing stock, crops, forest and scrub, riparian stream
margins, lakes and wetlands; and

b. Open landscapes containing natural features and scenic vistas including flat to
rolling terrain, volcanic cones, streams, lakes, peat lakes, rivers and wetlands that
are largely free from development; and

c. Low density widely spaced built form, with dwellings and farm buildings dispersed in
the wider landscape; and

d. Land uses of a predominantly production or rural working nature such as farming
and related farm storage sheds, crop support and protection structures,
shelterbelts, stock yards, farm animals and houses, and the widespread use of
machinery supporting the principal productive land use. The characteristic noises
and odours of farming are part of the rural working nature of the Rural Zone; and

e. Occasional papakāinga and marae with associated activities and events; and

f. Infrequent rural based industry sites such as cool stores and wineries, as well as
infrequent mineral and aggregate extraction sites, intensive farming operations and
rural service providers such as agricultural contractors; and

g. Infrequent tourism or traveller accommodation based facilities generally associated
with landscape features; and

h. Generally un-serviced land with a lack of urban infrastructure such as reticulated
water and wastewater systems; and

i. An extensive network of roads with varying traffic levels, primarily without kerbs,
footpaths or other urban structures such as street lighting, unless required for road
safety reasons. Higher traffic levels occur on State Highways, arterial and some
collector roads; and

j. Occasional local temporary events and activities such as equestrian hunts, farm
open days, local fund raising events, pony club, and associated events and
activities in rural community halls; and

k. Recreational hunting.

4.1.13 The policies and rules in this Plan seek to find a balance between economically driven
farming practice and amenity, landscape, biological, cultural and social values.

4.1.14 In recognition of the scale of potential effects that deer and goats are known to have on
indigenous vegetation, industry standards relating to deer and goat farming have been
adopted for such activities within one kilometre of a significant natural area or bush stand
in order to assist in managing potential effects relating to the grazing of deer and goats.

4.2 Resource Management Issues

Rural resources
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associations with.

4.2.20 Temporary events and activities contribute to community social and cultural well-being and
occur in the rural area on an irregular basis.

Other activities: Hamilton International Airport

4.2.21 Hamilton International Airport is a resource of regional significance that requires protection.
The location of noise sensitive activities within close proximity to the airport can result in
adverse reverse sensitivity effects on the operation and future development of the airport.

Other activities: tourism

4.2.22 Tourism activities and facilities can contribute to community well-being and enable
enhancement of the natural features they are based around. The number, scale and
effects of tourism activities can however compromise the productive nature of the Rural
Zone, rural character and amenity, and the natural features that the activity is dependent
upon. Careful management of tourism activities is required.

Other activities: Tokanui Dairy Research Centre

4.2.23 The Tokanui Dairy Research Centre is a regionally and nationally significant site essential
to the ongoing development of the agricultural economy, but the buildings and types of
activity undertaken on the site are different to farming activities generally undertaken in the
Rural Zone.

Health and well-being of the Waikato and Waipā Rivers

4.2.24 Development within the Rural Zone has the potential to adversely affect the health and
well-being of the Waikato and Waipā Rivers. Careful consideration should be given to the
following; (but not limited to) potential impacts of vegetation clearance, earthworks, effluent
and stormwater runoff and the provision of infrastructure within river catchments.

National Grid transmission lines for the conveyance of electricity

4.2.25 National Grid transmission lines for the conveyance of electricity are considered to be a
resource of national and regional significance that requires protection. The location of
activities within National Grid Corridors have the potential to result in adverse effects,
including reverse sensitivity effects, on the operation, maintenance, upgrading and future
development of the National Grid network and result in sensitive activities locating where
they are most vulnerable to the effects, including risks, associated with the line.

4.3 Objectives and Policies

Please also refer to the objectives and policies of Parts C, Part E and Part F, as relevant.

Objective - Rural resources

4.3.1 To maintain or enhance the inherent life supporting capacity, health and well-being of rural
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Policy - Earthworks

4.3.1.6 To ensure that earthworks are carried out in a manner that avoids adverse effects on
infrastructure, between properties and on water bodies.

Objective - Rural activities: farming

4.3.2 The capacity of rural areas and rural resources to support farming activities and lawfully
established rural based activities is maintained.

Policy - Management of rural resources

4.3.2.1 Manage rural resources so that farming activities can continue to establish and operate.

Policy - Rural environment

4.3.2.2 Recognise and protect the continued operation of the Rural Zone as a pastoralrural
working environment.

Policy - Farming activities to avoid adverse effects

4.3.2.3 Manage farming activities so that they do not result in adverse effects on the environment
or adjacent sites by ensuring:

a. Buildings are located appropriately; and

b. Adverse effects, are avoided, remedied or mitigated.

Policy - Farm buildings and activities to internalise adverse effects

4.3.2.4 Farm buildings (including artificial crop protection structures and crop support structures),
and activities shall be located and scaled to minimise adverse effects on rural character
and amenity.

Policy - Equine industry

4.3.2.5 To enable the activities of the equine industry to be undertaken within the rural areas of the
District.

Policy - Storage and processing of horticultural and agricultural produce grown on the
holding

4.3.2.6 To enable the storage and initial processing of horticultural or agricultural produce grown
on the same holding as part of a farming activity.

Policy - Goat and deer fencing

4.3.2.7 To ensure that good practice fencing standards for deer and goat populations are
undertaken in proximity to significant natural areas.
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4.3.18.3 To avoid inappropriate land use and development within the National Grid Yard to ensure
that the operation, maintenance, upgrading and development of the electricity
transmission network is not compromised and to minimise the potential for nuisance
effects.

4.3.18.4 To avoid the establishment of new sensitive activities within the National Grid Yard in order
to minimise adverse effects on and from the National Grid, including adverse effects on
health and safety, amenity and nuisance effects, and reverse sensitivity effects.

4.3.18.5 To not foreclose operation or maintenance options or, to the extent practicable, the
carrying out of routine and planned upgrade works.

4.4 Rules

The rules that apply to activities are contained in:
a. The activity status tables and the performance standards in this zone; and
b. The activity status tables and the performance standards in Parts E District Wide Provisions

and Part F District Wide Natural and Cultural Heritage of the Plan.
Notwithstanding any other rules in this plan, all plantation forestry activities, as from 1 May 2018, are
regulated under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation
Forestry) Regulations 2017 must comply with those regulations. Where there is conflict or duplication
between a rule in this plan and those regulations, the regulations prevail.
 
Provisions in the Waipā District Plan also apply in circumstances where regulated activities (as
determined by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry)
Regulations 2017 ) are carried out not in accordance with the standards set out in the Regulations.

Advice Notes:
1. Works in close proximity to any electricity line can be dangerous. Compliance with the New Zealand

Electrical Code of Practice for Electrical Safe Distances 34:2001 is mandatory for all buildings,
earthworks and mobile plant within close proximity to all electric lines. Compliance with the Plan
does not ensure compliance with the Code.

2. Vegetation to be planted within or near electric lines should be selected and/or managed to ensure
that it will not result in that vegetation breaching the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations
2003. To discuss works, including tree planting, near any electrical line, contact the line operator.

4.4.1 Activity Status Tables

4.4.1.1 Permitted activities
The following activities must comply with the performance standards of this zone

a. One principal dwelling per viable certificate of title outside of quarry buffer areas.

b. One secondary dwelling of 70m  gross floor area or less excluding garaging, per holding outside of quarry
buffer areas.

2

c. Residential activities.

d. Farming activities and associated underpass and bridging for stock movement.

e. Home occupations.

f. Conservation blocks — (Including Reserves under the Reserves Act 1977) and conservation activities, other
than buildings and activities associated with education and tourism.

g. Mineral exploration and prospecting activities.

h. Planting of commercial forestry, woodlot forestry or planted indigenous forestry.
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(Ldn55) and the ANB (Ldn55).

k. Boarding or breeding kennels or catteries.

l . Aviation educational training within the ANB (Ldn55).

m. Identification and imposition of a quarry buffer area and a mineral extraction area in conjunction with a new
or existing mineral extraction activity.

4.4.1.5 Non-complying activities

a. Any building or activity that fails to comply with:
i. Rule 4.4.2.1.a. - Minimum building setback from roads

i i. Rule 4.4.2.17 - Helicopter noise
i i i. Rules 4.4.2.42 to 4.4.2.43 - Frost fans
iv. Rule 4.4.2.47 - Solid and liquid waste storage and spreading setbacks
v. Rules 4.4.2.55 and 4.4.2.56 - Identification and imposition of a quarry buffer area and mineral

extraction area on the Planning Maps.
vi. Rule 4.4.2.60 - Planted indigenous forestry

vii. Rule 4.4.2.62.a. or d. - Home occupations
vii i. Rules 4.4.2.75 and 4.4.2.76 - Earthworks

b. All other activities not listed in activity status table Rules 4.4.1.1 to 4.4.1.4 and not listed as a prohibited
activity.

c. Mineral extraction activities located within 500m of Lakes Cameron, Koromatua, Mangahia, Mangakaware,
Maratoto, Ngārotoiti, Ngāroto, Rotomānuka, Rotopataka, Ruatuna and Rotopiko/Serpentine as measured at
maximum annual water level.

d. Fortified sites.

e. Scheduled engine testing that exceeds the standard in Rule 4.4.2.38 by more than 5dBA.

 f. Within the National Grid Yard:
i. Any building or addition to a building for a National Grid Sensitive Activity.

i i. Any change of use to a National Grid Sensitive Activity or the establishment of a new National Grid
Sensitive Activity.

i i i. Buildings for intensive farming activities, commercial greenhouses, and dairy/ milking buildings.
iv. Any building, structure or earthworks which fail to comply with Rules 4.4.2.76, 4.4.2.77 or 4.4.2.78.

g. Farm workers dwellings that do not comply with Rule 4.4.2.80.e.

4.4.1.6 Prohibited activities
The following activities are prohibited and no resource consent will be approved

a. Within the Runway Protection Area shown on the Planning Maps, places of assembly, service stations,
dwellings, residential activities, visitor accommodation, hospitals, camping grounds, and education facilities.

b. Inside the ANB shown on Planning Maps: dwellings, visitor accommodation, and education facilities (except
aviation education training).

4.4.2 Performance Standards

The following rules apply to activities listed as permitted, controlled or restricted discretionary.
 
Where rules are not complied with resource consent will be required in accordance with the rules in
the activity status table or as identified in the performance standards, and will be assessed against
the relevant objectives and policies. In the case of controlled and restricted discretionary activities,
the assessment will be restricted to the matters over which control or discretion has been reserved,
in accordance with the relevant assessment criteria contained in Section 21. For discretionary
activities Council shall have regard to the assessment criteria in Section 21. The criteria in Section 21
are only a guide to the matters that Council will consider and shall not restrict Council’s discretionary
powers.

Rule - Minimum building setback from road boundaries
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Section 21 - Assessment Criteria and Information Requirements

Guide to using this Section

This section contains both assessment criteria and information requirements.

If the activity is a controlled activity or restricted discretionary criteria - refer to the assessment
criteria under the relevant zone or district wide section. The assessment criteria have been listed
in Section order, for example 21.1.2 contains the assessment criteria for Section 2 — Residential
Zone. Controlled or restricted discretionary assessment criteria are limited to those matters that
control or discretion has been reserved within the relevant section of the Plan.

If the activity is a discretionary activity — refer to 21.1.1 Assessment Criteria for ALL discretionary
activities as well as the relevant assessment criteria under the relevant zone or district wide
provisions. For discretionary activities the assessment criteria are a guide to the matters that
Council will consider and shall not restrict Council’s discretionary powers.

Information requirements — Council has standard information sheets that specify the information
requirements for all resource consent applications. Section 21.2 contains additional information
requirements. The information requirements listed in Section 21.2 will need to be submitted with
the relevant resource consent application.

21.1 Assessment Criteria

Contents
 
21.1.1 Assessment criteria for ALL
discretionary activities
 
21.1.2 Residential Zone
 
21.1.2A Medium Density Residential Zone
 
21.1.3 Large Lot Residential Zone  
 
21.1.4 Rural Zone
 
21.1.4A Significant Mineral Extraction
Zone
 
21.1.5 Reserves Zone
 
21.1.6 Commercial Zone
 
21.1.7 Industrial Zone
 
21.1.8 Lake Karāpiro Events Zone

 
 
21.1.14 Deferred Zones
 
21.1.15 Infrastructure, Hazards,
Development and Subdivision
 
21.1.16 Transportation
 
21.1.17 Works and Utilities
 
21.1.18 Financial Contributions
 
21.1.19 Hazardous Substances and
Contaminated Land
 
21.1.20 Health and General Amenity
 
21.1.21 Assessment Criteria and
Information Requirements (this Section)
 
21.1.22 Heritage and Archaeology
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buildings, the use of fences and planting schemes.
k. The methods and effectiveness of wastewater,

stormwater, and rubbish disposal and the provision
of a reliable potable water supply.

l. The extent of the potential effects on the amenity of
adjacent properties and the effectiveness of any
mitigation measures proposed.

m. The potential for reverse sensitivity effects on
adjoining rural activities.

21.1.3.21 Residential Based Visitor
Accommodation

a. Whether the site contains an adequate area of land
which will enable the effects of the activity to be
contained on the site.

b. Any potential for adverse effects on adjoining or
adjacent properties and the effectiveness of any
mitigation measures proposed.

c. Any adverse effects resulting from increased traffic
generation.

d. Whether the activity is in keeping with the character
of the surrounding area.

21.1.3.22 Neighbourhood Centre
within the T6 Growth Cell
Structure Plan Area

The extent to which the proposed Neighbourhood Centre
within the T6 Growth Cell Structure Plan area, including
access, parking, outdoor dining and any ancillary activities:

a. Are compatible with the surrounding neighbourhood
context.

b. Provide parking facilities that do not visually
dominate the public realm or create obstructions in
the pedestrian

c. Maximise outlook onto adjacent streets and/or public
open

d. Include universal access design
e. Utilises landscaping to integrate the development

into the surrounding open space context, and
enhance the amenity of the site.

f. Avoids signs that are overly dominant (including
back lit and neon signs) and are of a colour, size
and location that integrate with the proposed
building.

g. Will generate traffic or parking movements that can
be adequately managed.

h. Can be adequately serviced.

21.1.4       Rural Zone

 Rural Zone Assessment Criteria

Controlled Activities

21.1.4.1 Harvesting of woodlot
forestry and commercial

a. The volume of wood to be harvested, and the
expected timing and programme of work for
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forestry harvesting.
b. The roads proposed to be used and the anticipated

timing and volume of traffic.
c. Extent to which the proposal meets rules regarding

access, parking (excluding consideration of the
number of parking spaces for cars) and loading.

d. Specific traffic management proposals to mitigate
the effects of logging trucks in rural areas.

e. Sediment and erosion control methods to be
employed to avoid damage to public roads.

f. The extent of likely effects on water catchment area
infrastructure and operations, if relevant.

g. The methods or techniques employed to avoid or
mitigate effects on at risk or threatened species
known to inhabit the site.

h. The extent of any potential effects on network utility
infrastructure.

 Restricted Discretionary Activities

21.1.4.2 Relocated buildings a. The overall condition of the exterior of the building,
and the extent to which proposed works will avoid,
remedy or mitigate any effects.

b. The extent to which the repairs and works identified
for action in Council approved or certified Building
Relocation Inspection Report will be carried out.

c. The timing, nature and extent of reinstatement
works that are required to the exterior of the building
after it has been moved to the new site.

d. The timeliness of the works taking into account the
extent and nature of the proposed works.

21.1.4.3 Dwellings within the Quarry
Buffer Area shown on the
Planning Maps

a. The likely adverse effects on residents in dwellings
caused by the operations of any quarry, workings,
plant or vehicles including the effects of noise,
explosions, vibrations, smell, smoke, dust, glare,
fumes and any discharge of contaminants into the
air or water.

b. The likely adverse effects on the appearance of the
environs for residents from excavations, heaps,
dumps, spoil or other materials and buildings.

c. Whether the occupation of a dwelling could unduly
limit mineral extraction operations or compromise
continuing extractions of the natural resource.

d. Whether or not the property is within an identified
future growth area.

e. The proposals for avoiding or mitigating any adverse
effects that would lessen the effects of the quarry on
the occupants (e.g. glazing, sound proofing,
landscaping location, design and orientation).

21.1.4.4 Frost fans a. The proximity of the frost fans relative to dwellings

Volume 1 - Waipa District Plan 2016 \ Part E - District Wide Provisions \ Section 21 -
Assessment Criteria and Information Requirements

Waipā District Plan

Page 44 of 186
Proposed Plan Change 25 - Shelterbelts and Crop Protection and Support Structures (Draft Notification Version - June 2025)

Version: 3, Version Date: 09/06/2025
Document Set ID: 11439639

10



and Residential or Large Lot Residential Zoned land.
b. The proposed height of fans and motors, speed and

the number of blades on the fans.
c. How the operation (conditions triggering use) and

management of the frost fan network will avoid or
minimise potential effects on neighbouring
properties.

d. Mitigation proposals to address potential noise and
vibration effects.

21.1.4.5 Any activity (other than
farming activities or rural
based industry) within the
Runway Protection Area
shown on Planning Maps
that isn’t listed as a
prohibited activity

a. The effects on the operational safety and
performance of Hamilton International Airport and its
associated lighting and navigational aids and the
public’s and properties risk of exposure to aircraft
related accidents. In assessing the effects of an
activity, particular regard will be given to the
following:

i. Avoidance of the release of substances that
might impair visibility or otherwise interfere
with the operation of aircraft including the
creation of smoke, dust and steam; and

ii. The extent to which the use and concentration
of dangerous substances that might pose a
risk of explosion or fire is avoided; and

iii. The extent to which light beams or reflective
glare which could interfere with pilot vision are
avoided; and

iv. The extent to which production of radio or
electrical interference which could affect
aircraft communications or navigation
equipment is avoided; and

v. The design of landscaping or other activities
so as to avoid attracting significant bird
numbers; and

vi. The extent to which large numbers of people
on any site are avoided.

b. Whether the potential for the activity to give rise to
reverse sensitivity effects is addressed.

21.1.4.6 Minimum setbacks from
internal boundaries

a. The extent to which the development provides for
the visual and aural privacy of neighbours.

b. The degree to which there is a loss of privacy,
daylight, sunlight or outlook in adjacent sites.

c. The effect of the building on the character and
openness of the rural environment.

d. Whether the development creates an aggregation of
buildings not in keeping with rural character.

e. The extent to which existing vegetation is retained
and landscaping adds to the amenity of the
development.

f. The potential effects of likely uses of the building on
surrounding properties and on rural activities.
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g. The potential for reverse sensitivity effects on
adjoining activities.

21.1.4.6A Minimum setbacks of
Artificial Crop Protection
Structures and Crop
Support Structures from
road boundaries (4.4.2.1.c)

a. The extent to which the crop structure alters the
visual openness of road corridor.

b. The extent to which the safety of road users has the
potential to be compromised, including by potential
for glare or distraction effects associated with the
crop structure.

c. The extent to which existing vegetation is retained
and landscaping adds to the amenity of the
development.

d. The extent to which the proposal will compromise
the ability for rules relating to the location and
maintenance of future shelterbelts to be met.

21.1.4.7 Construction of new
buildings within the
Rangiāowhia Ridge building
setback area

a. Actual or potential adverse effects on the character
of the predominantly single level buildings, and St
Paul’s church, on the Rangiāowhia Ridge.

b. Extent to which development within the
Rangiāowhia Ridge building setback area
complements and maintains the low and open scale
of existing development, particularly in relation to St
Paul’s Church and other heritage buildings.

c. Whether views to St Paul’s church are retained.

21.1.4.8 Minimum building setback
from the boundary of a
significant natural area

a. The extent to which the building will affect the soil,
stormwater runoff or groundwater levels within the
significant natural area.

b. The extent to which the location and size of the
building affects the ecological values of the
significant natural area.

c. The extent to which the building will affect the
vegetation and biodiversity character and values of
the significant natural area.

d. The extent to which the building location will affect
access to the significant natural area.

21.1.4.9 Building setback from
commercial forestry

a. Extent of the potential effects on activities within the
building in terms of safety, shading/loss of daylight,
and amenity.

b. Extent of effects on surrounding properties.
c. Extent of reverse sensitivity effects on future

harvesting of the forest.

21.1.4.10 Daylight control a. The degree to which there is a loss of privacy,
sunlight, amenity or outlook on adjacent or adjoining
sites.

b. Whether or not the bulk, scale and location of the
building is in keeping with rural character and
amenity.

c. Whether there are any alternative locations for the
building that would have a lesser degree of effect on
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proposed including consideration of the no net loss
principle.

f. Consideration of potential alternatives to removal of
indigenous vegetation.

21.1.25 Landscapes and Viewshafts

 Landscapes and Viewshafts Assessment Criteria

Controlled Activities

21.1.25.1 New farm access tracks
and earthworks (including
farm quarries) greater than
500m  per calendar year

a. The extent to which the earthworks are visible from
a public place.

b. The extent to which the planting plan will mitigate
effects in landscape values.

c. The extent to which the farm access track and
earthworks responds to the guidelines in Appendix
DG7.

3

21.1.25.2 Cultural landscapes only:
Earthworks, construction or
placement of new buildings.
For the purposes of this
rule, earthworks includes
any filling and cutting deeper
than 1m below the soil
surface and/or greater than
500m , for any activity but
excludes fencing, tile
drainage, and maintenance
of existing tracks and tree
planting; and ‘building’ does
not include additions to
existing buildings

a. The extent to which the location of the earthworks
affects cultural values.

b. The extent to which the location of the new building
affects cultural values.

c. The extent to which the location of the installation of
the wastewater system affects cultural values.

d. The extent to which there is no other appropriate
alternative location for the activity.

3

21.1.25.3 A primary dwelling, where
the property is
predominantly located within
a landscape overlay area
and the site existed prior to
30 May 2014

a. The extent to which the location, colour, scale, form,
design and materials (including non-reflective
glazing) integrate the building and access into the
landscape and/or obstructs or detracts from the
landscape or feature.

b. The protection of existing vegetation and/or
proposed mitigation/enhancement planting to assist
the visual integration of built form.

c. Retaining wall scale, materials and colour.
d. Fencing scale, materials and height.
e. Driveway location, integration with the landscape

and colour/materiality.
f. The extent to which the building responds to the

guidelines in Appendix DG7.

21.1.25.4 Harvesting of forestry
planted prior to 30 May 2014

a. The effect of the harvesting activity on the ecological
values of the site and surrounding environment.
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21.1.25.9 A primary dwelling, where
the property is
predominantly located within
the Outstanding Natural
Feature or Landscape
Overlay and the site existed
prior to 30 May 2014

a. The extent to which the location, colour, scale, form,
design and materials (including non-reflective
glazing) integrate the building and access into the
landscape and/or obstructs or detracts from the
landscape or feature.

b. The protection of existing vegetation and/or
proposed mitigation/enhancement planting to assist
the visual integration of built form.

c. Retaining wall scale, materials and colour.
d. Fencing scale, materials and height.
e. Driveway location, integration with the landscape

and colour/materiality.
f. The extent to which the building responds to the

guidelines in Appendix DG7.
g. The extent to which dwellings within Outstanding

Landscapes have used low reflectivity glass and/or
use the building form to minimise the reflectivity of
glazing particularly where more than 40% of an
exterior wall is in glazing.

21.1.25.10Artificial screensCrop
Protection Structures and
ancillary structures (Rule
25.4.1.1.h.)

a. The extent to which the colour and materials of the
artificial screencrop protection structure and/or
ancillary structure integrates into the landscape.

b. The extent to which the height and location of the
artificial screencrop protection structure and/or
ancillary structure integrates into the landscape.

c. The extent to which the artificial screencrop
protection structure and associated structure
responds to the guidelines in Appendix DG7.

d. The extent to which the artificial screen and/or
ancillary structure is visible from a public place.

21.1.25.11Shelterbelts, including
shelterbelts in viewshafts
and the State Highway 3
scenic corridor (Rule
25.4.1.1.i.)

a. The extent to which the shelterbelt might block
views to landscape features from viewshafts.

b. The height the proposed species within the
shelterbelt could potentially grow to.

c. The extent to which the shelterbelt responds to the
guidelines in Appendix DG7.

d. The extent to which the shelterbelt is visible from a
public place.

21.1.25.12Planting of two hectares or
more of single species
exotic forestry per holding

a. The nature and extent of effects of the forestry on
landscape values as follows:

i. Whether the proposed forestry is likely to be
visually prominent to the extent that it
dominates or detracts from views and
landscape values; and

ii. The extent of roading and tracking required to
facilitate harvest; and

iii. Visibility and extent of any area being
harvested; and

iv. The extent to which forestry boundaries
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reinforce landform boundaries.
b. The potential to block important views from roads

and other public places.
c. The proximity to neighbouring properties, and the

potential to shade neighbouring residences.
d. The effect of the activity on the ecological values of

the site and surrounding environment.
e. The extent to which harvesting will be undertaken in

a manner that does not result in significant adverse
effects on landscape values.

f. The nature and extent of any effects on the
relationship of tāngata whenua with their ancestral
lands, water sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga.

g. Benefits of forestry in terms of land stability.

21.1.25.13Glazing of structures and
buildings

a. The extent to which the location and visibility of the
structure or building accentuates or minimises the
effect of glazing and associated reflectivity.

b. The extent to which the orientation and design of the
structure or building incorporates materials or layout
to minimise reflectivity including the visual
prominence of glazing to integrate the building into
the surrounding natural environment.

c. The extent to which the structure or building
incorporates low reflectivity glass and/or uses the
building form to minimise the reflectivity of glazing
particularly where more than 40% of an exterior wall
is in glazing.

d. The extent to which the structure or building uses
eaves to minimise the reflectivity of glazing or
recessed windows and doors in the visible façade to
avoid the reflectivity effects of a flat elevation.

 Discretionary Activities
Refer also to 21.1.1 Assessment Criteria for ALL discretionary activities

21.1.25.14General a. The extent to which an additional building on the site
may cause adverse effects on the identified
landscape.

b. The extent to which the siting, orientation, design,
and bulk of the building/s and materials used for
their construction, with particular regard to the
reflectivity of the finish (including the visual
prominence of glazing), integrate the building into
the surrounding natural environment.

c. The extent to which the finished building roofline, will
be below the nearest ridgeline.

d. The extent to which the location of buildings, artificial
screening, and shelter beltsshelterbelts obstructs
the identified viewshafts on State Highway 3, State
Highway 39 and the Te Awamutu to Cambridge
Road and the Rangiaowhia Ridge area.
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e. The extent to which planting/landscaping is
proposed in order to mitigate adverse effects of
building/s, and earthworks; and whether trees
(including shelterbelts) are planted to follow the
contour line rather than vertical lines.

f. The extent to which commercial forestry and
woodlot planting is shaped to the lie of the land not
to property boundaries, and avoids harsh geometric
shapes, and whether cosmetic edge planting
around commercial forests integrates with the
surrounding indigenous vegetation.

g. The extent to which the effects of glazing detract
from the values of the identified landscape, or the
viewshaft.

h. The extent to which the effects of cloth colour of
artificial crop protection structures and/or artificial
screens detract from the values of the identified
landscape, or the viewshaft.

i. The extent to which any harvesting is undertaken in
a manner that does not result in significant adverse
effects on landscape values.

j. The nature and extent of any effects on the
relationship of tāngata whenua with their ancestral
lands, water sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga.

21.1.25.15Earthworks and
recontouring

a. The extent to which the scale and location of
earthworks associated with roads, vehicular access
tracks, and building sites, or recontouring detracts
from the values and character of the landscape.

b. The extent to which the cut and fill has been
minimised and the final contours can be re-
vegetated.

c. The extent to which there is visual screening of the
face of cuts and fills including those associated with
farm access tracks as seen from public places and
roads.

d. The extent to which earthworks maintain the existing
landform profile and align to the contour.

e. The extent to which the location of the driveway or
farm access tracks is aligned to the shallowest
point of the contour to reduce the need for large
amounts of cut and fill to provide a terrace for the
driveway or farm track.

21.1.25.16Mineral and aggregate
extraction, and mineral
prospecting

a. The extent to which the scale and location of the
activity, associated roads, vehicular access tracks,
buildings and recontouring detracts from the values
and character of the landscape.

b. The extent to which the cut and fill has been
minimised and the final contours can be re-
vegetated.

c. The extent to which there is visual screening of the
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Section 25 - Landscapes and Viewshafts

25.1 Introduction

25.1.1 The Act, in Section 6 - Matters of National Importance, states: 

“In achieving the purpose of this Act, all persons exercising functions and powers under it,
in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical
resources, shall recognise and provide for the following matters of national importance:
(a)…
(b) the protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate
subdivision, use, and development
(c-d)…
(e) the relationship of Māori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water,
sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga
(f) the protection of historic heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and development
(g)…” 

25.1.2 The Act, in Section 7 - Other matters, states: 

“In achieving the purpose of this Act, all persons exercising functions and powers under it,
in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical
resources, shall have particular regard to:
(a-b)…
(c) the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values
(d-j)…” 

25.1.3 The natural and cultural landscapes, identified within this Plan and on the Planning
Maps, and associated objectives, policies and rules give effect to these requirements of
the Act and the requirements of Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato — The Vision
and Strategy for the Waikato River that arises from the Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims
(Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010 and the Ngati Tuwharetoa, Raukawa and Te
Arawa River Iwi Waikato River Act 2010.

25.1.4 In this Plan, natural landscapes have been assessed against the following criteria:

a. Natural science factors; and

b. Aesthetic values; and

c. Expressiveness (legibility); and

d. Transient values; and

e. Whether the values are shared and recognised; and

f. Values to tāngata whenua; and

Volume 1 - Waipa District Plan 2016 \ Part F - District Wide Natural and Cultural Heritage
\ Section 25 - Landscapes and Viewshafts

Waipā District Plan

Page 1 of 23
Proposed Plan Change 25 - Shelterbelts and Crop Protection and Support Structures (Draft Notification Version - June 2025)

Version: 3, Version Date: 09/06/2025
Document Set ID: 11439639

10



g. Historical associations.

25.1.5 The natural landscapes are identified on the Planning Maps and described within
Appendix N9. Viewshafts to several of these landscapes are also identified within the
Planning Maps. The rules and assessment criteria for these landscapes and
viewshafts will address matters relating to; building location height and colour,
earthworks including recontouring, the location of commercial forestry, woodlots,
shelterbelts; artificial crop protection structures, tocrop support artificial
screening;structures and signs.

25.1.6 This Plan also includes cultural landscapes that are identified on the Planning Maps
and described within Appendix N9. These cultural landscapes have a range of historic
heritage values, and are of particular importance to tāngata whenua. Many of these
landscapes coincide with the identified natural landscapes. There are two types of
cultural landscape, identified within this Plan and on the Planning Maps, and they are
assessed slightly differently within the resource consent process. The cultural
landscapes relating to battlefields and/or long occupations are identified in Planning
Maps as Cultural Landscape Areas and will directly trigger the requirement for a
resource consent, and control will be reserved over the location of buildings,
wastewater treatment systems and some earthworks. The other cultural landscapes
within the District that are of particular significance to tāngata whenua are identified on
the Planning Maps as Cultural Landscape Area — Alert. These alert layer cultural
landscapes do not directly trigger the requirement for a resource consent, however if
resource consent is required for other matters within these cultural landscapes, an
assessment of the impact of the activity on the values of the cultural landscape will also
be undertaken. The relevant assessment criteria are found within the zone sections of
the Plan. Where the Cultural Landscape Area — Alert is shown on the Planning Maps
to apply to a river or stream, it includes a 50m area on either side of the bank from the
river or stream. This area has been shown as there has been a lot of historic activity
alongside rivers and streams in the District.

25.1.7 It is acknowledged that the natural and cultural landscapes identified within this Plan
include productive farm land, which makes an important contribution to the character
and values of the landscapes. Rather than being static, these landscapes evolve as a
result of changes in farming practices. There is potential for some productive land
activities to adversely impact the quality of the values of the landscapes. Accordingly,
the Plan seeks to balance the need to protect lawfully established farming activities with
the requirement to avoid inappropriate development in these landscapes.

25.1.8 The role of forestry in landscape areas is a problematic one. On one hand forestry
when growing can protect potentially unstable or low productive capability land from
erosion which flows on to a benefit for water quality, soil conservation and even
biodiversity and landscape values (depending on species). On the other hand, forestry
can detract from landscape values when it is located in sensitive areas, comprises an
exotic monoculture and particularly after harvesting by clear felling. The use of
continuous cover forestry is in its infancy, but intuitively it would have a lesser
landscape effect due to not involving harvesting by clear felling. Similarly, the use of
mixed exotic forestry is in its infancy. This method suggests reduced landscape effects
due to the diversity of species and variation in harvest schedules.
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25.2 Resource Management Issues

Protect the outstanding natural features of Maungatautari and Mt Pirongia by
avoiding inappropriate development

25.2.1 The volcanic cones of Maungatautari and Mt Pirongia are of great significance to
tāngata whenua, and are highly visible and distinctive landforms and features in the
wider landscape of the District. These important values can be irrevocably
compromised by development within and adjoining these mountains. The District’s
natural landscapes, including views to the outstanding natural features need to be
protected from the adverse effects of development, including infrastructure and tourism
effects, while recognising that many of the District’s natural landscapes are located in
working rural environments that will experience a degree of change over time.

Protecting the Waikato River and hydro lakes

25.2.2 The Waikato River is of paramount importance to tāngata whenua and of great
importance to the community, and sporting and recreational users; in addition to the
river being used for the generation of hydro electricity. The need to access the river and
the hydro dam have resulted in a high level of modification to the natural character of
some parts of the river. The adjoining river valley is also subject to development
pressures which need to be carefully managed.

Managing significant natural features within the District

25.2.3 Mount Kakepuku, the ignimbrite cliffs and bluffs at Whitehall, Arapuni, Castle Rock,
Maungatautari and Sanitorium Hill/Pukemako are all significant distinctive natural
features that contribute to the District’s landscapes, and are vulnerable to the effects of
development.

Managing viewshafts within the District

25.2.4 The State Highway 3 scenic corridor between Hamilton and Te Awamutu, provides
prominent and memorable views to the outstanding landscape features, the volcanic
cones and the significant views to the peat lakes, and these views are vulnerable to the
effects of development.

Other Landscapes: visually sensitive hill country and river and lake environs

25.2.5 The visually sensitive hill country surrounds the outstanding landscapes of Pirongia and
Maungatautari, and forms a back drop to many of the views within the District.
Likewise, the river and lake environs form the back drop to the river and lakes of the
District. All development needs to be carefully managed in these locations.

Protecting the District’s cultural landscapes from inappropriate development

25.2.6 There are landscapes within the District that are of cultural significance to tāngata
whenua, a number of which are on private land. The Act, coupled with the philosophy of
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co-management means that the cultural values of these areas need to be recorded and
earthworks, buildings, and wastewater treatment systems need to be carefully located.

Advice Note: Cultural sites are covered in Section 22 - Heritage and Archaeology.

Managing signs within the identified landscapes of the District

25.2.7 Signs located within or adjoining identified landscapes detract from the naturalness and
people’s appreciation of the landscapes.

Managing the effects of earthworks within landscapes

25.2.8 Earthworks have the potential to alter landform and landscape qualities, and need to be
managed.

Manage tensions between infrastructure and adverse effects on landscapes
and viewshafts

25.2.9 Manage the tension between infrastructure and the landscapes and viewshafts that are
of importance to the District.

Forestry

25.2.10 The planting and harvesting of forestry can alter landscape values and obstruct or
compromise identified viewshafts. These effects need to be balanced against the
positive effects of increased land stability in marginal hill country, and that harvesting
effects can be mitigated over time through prompt replanting or sustainable harvesting
techniques.

Indigenous vegetation removal from identified landscapes

25.2.11 Existing indigenous vegetation makes a significant contribution to the naturalness and
character of the identified landscapes, and its removal, particularly clear felling or large
scale removal can change the values that the landscape has.

Support
Artificial crop protection structures, crop support structures for screens and
shelter beltsshelterbelts

25.2.12 Support
Artificial crop protection structures, and associated screenscrop support structures
and shelter beltsshelterbelts can obstruct or result in loss of views to outstanding
natural features of the District, and detract from landscape values.

Providing incentives to support the protection of landscapes for the
community’s benefit
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25.2.13 Subdivision processes and incentives in the form of environmental benefit lots are
available to protect the sensitive outstanding landscapes and features of the District
and will be administered through the subdivision section of this Plan. These processes
will seek to transfer development out of the sensitive outstanding landscapes to a less
sensitive location.

Community connections with the Waikato and Waipā Rivers

25.2.14 The ability of the community to maintain relationships with river catchments can be
adversely affected by inappropriate development and subdivision and should be
protected and enhanced. The maintenance of these relationships extends from iwi to
the community in general.

25.3 Objectives and Policies

Please also refer to the objectives and policies of Parts C, Part D and Part E, as relevant.

Please note that these objectives and policies do not apply to the Karāpiro and Arapuni Hydro
Power Zone.

Objective - Outstanding natural features and landscapes

25.3.1 To protect the outstanding landscape values and qualities of Mount Pirongia and
Maungatautari. The values of these outstanding landscape features are:

Maungatautari:

a. A highly memorable and distinctive feature, that dominates both the flat lands to
the west and Lake Karāpiro, the Waikato River, Lake Arapuni and State
Highway 1 to the east; and

b. It is of great spiritual significance to tāngata whenua of the area and was a place
with a long history of settlement; and

c. The shape of the cone makes it highly distinctive; the indigenous vegetation
contributes to its high natural character and is managed as an ecological island.

Mt Pirongia:

d. A spiritual and ancestral landmark for descendants of the Tainui waka; and

e. The shape of the cone makes it highly distinctive, demonstrating the formative
processes that created it, and the bush on the upper slopes contributes to its
high natural character; and

f. Its aesthetic quality is high, because of its visual distinction and eminence within
the District. It is seen from much of the central portion of the Waikato Region.

Policy - Ensuring that development shall not detract from outstanding landscapes
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25.3.1.1 To ensure the landscape values of Mount Pirongia and Maungatautari are maintained
by:

a. Ensuring the location, materials, and colour of buildings, (including the cloth
colour of artificial crop protection structures and artificial screens), crop support
structures and infrastructure avoid adverse effects on the values and features of
the landscape, natural habitats and ecosystems; and

b. Avoiding clusters or groups of buildings; and

c. Ensuring earthworks for buildings, driveways and farm access tracks integrate
with the existing landform to preserve natural landscape character, and
recontouring earthworks are avoided or minimised to preserve natural landscape
character; and

d. Avoiding developments on locations that are of significance to tāngata whenua;
and

e. Avoiding new above ground network infrastructure, unless the route and site
selection process demonstrates that there is no other alternative; and

f. Minimising the effects of upgrade work to existing infrastructure including
removal of indigenous vegetation; and

g. In all other cases, avoiding or minimising the removal of indigenous vegetation;
and

h. Recognising and providing for the continued operation of lawfully established
farming activities.

Objective - High amenity landscape: Waikato River and hydro lakes

25.3.2 To maintain the high amenity landscape qualities and values of the Waikato River and
hydro lakes. The values of this landscape are:

a. The paramount significance of the River to River iwi, having very high cultural
and spiritual values; and

b. High recreational values; and

c. The narrowness of the northern parts of the river, clothed in a mixture of trees,
with steep banks, and in places flat river terraces; and

d. The high quality landscapes, at Lake Karāpiro, and the Waikato River below Lake
Karāpiro, and at Lake Arapuni, where the water surface widens out and the
water is at a higher level and the banks of the lake and river are covered in exotic
and native trees; and

e. The existing rural production character within the High Amenity Landscape; and
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f. The existing physical resources comprising the hydro infrastructure and
operations.

Policy - Managing adverse effects on the surface of water and on the land adjacent to
the Waikato River and the hydro lakes

25.3.2.1 Activities, buildings, and infrastructure on the surface of the water and on the land
adjacent to the Waikato River and the hydro lakes, shall be managed so that adverse
effects on the qualities that contribute to the aesthetic and natural value of these areas
are avoided, remedied or mitigated.

Policy - Conserving the indigenous vegetation adjacent to the Waikato River and the
hydro lakes

25.3.2.2 To maintain the character and amenity of the Waikato River and lakes natural
landscape areas, the stability of these locations, and the biodiversity and habitat of the
Waikato River and hydro lakes, the removal of the indigenous vegetation adjacent to the
Waikato River and the hydro lakes shall be avoided.

Policy - Enhance natural character where compromised

25.3.2.3 Promote opportunities to enhance the natural character of the Waikato River margins
where it has been compromised.

Policy - Relationship of buildings to the Waikato River

25.3.2.4 Buildings shall be designed and appropriately set back from the Waikato River to
recognise its associated cultural, amenity and natural character values.

Objective - Significant natural features and landscapes

25.3.3 To recognise, maintain and where practicable enhance the landscape qualities and
values of the significant natural features and landscapes, including those values
associated with working pastoral landscapes.

Policy - Mount Kakepuku

25.3.3.1 To recognise that the volcanic cone of Mount Kakepuku is a highly distinctive landscape
feature within the Waipā District. The value of this landscape is:

a. A small volcanic cone that is a highly distinctive feature in the locality, particularly
because of its contrast with the surrounding flat land; and

b. The long history of association with tāngata whenua, recognised through the
historic reserve status; and

c. Its recreation values, with walking tracks up to the summit.
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Policy - Maintaining the values of Mt Kakepuku

25.3.3.2 To ensure that the values of Mt Kakepuku are maintained, buildings (including artificial
crop protection structures and crop support structures), infrastructure and driveways
shall be located, and finished in colours and materials, that do not detract from the
natural feature.

Policy - Ignimbrite cliffs and bluffs at Whitehall, Arapuni, Castle Rock and
Maungatautari

25.3.3.3 To recognise that the ignimbrite cliffs and bluffs at Whitehall, Arapuni, Castle Rock and
Maungatautari are distinctive features, which have landscape values associated with
their colour and form that contrast with the surrounding landscape, as well as
significant values to tāngata whenua.

Policy - Maintaining the values of the Ignimbrite cliffs and bluffs at Whitehall, Arapuni,
Castle Rock and Maungatautari

25.3.3.4 To ensure that the values of the Ignimbrite cliffs and bluffs at Whitehall, Arapuni, Castle
Rock and Maungatautari are maintained; buildings (including artificial crop protection
structures and crop support structures), infrastructure and driveways in these areas
shall be located, and finished in colours and materials that do not detract from the
natural features.

Policy - Sanitorium Hill/Pukemako

25.3.3.5 To recognise that Sanitorium Hill/Pukemako is a distinctive hill rising steeply out of flat
country. The values of this landscape feature are the prominent feature, with a
distinctive, vegetated peaked shape, in views from Cambridge, as well as having
significant values to tāngata whenua.

Policy - Maintaining the values of Sanitorium Hill/Pukemako

25.3.3.6 To ensure that the values of Sanitorium Hill/Pukemako are maintained, buildings
(including artificial crop protection structures and crop support structures),
infrastructure and driveways shall not be highly visible in this location, to ensure that
they do not detract from the natural feature.

Objective - Other landscapes: visually sensitive hill country and river and lake
environs

25.3.4 To provide for lawfully established farming activities while ensuring the location of
buildings (including artificial crop protection structures and crop support structures),
driveways and infrastructure does not compromise and where practicable enhances
the landscape qualities of visually sensitive hill country and river and lake environs.

Policy - Visually sensitive hill country
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25.3.4.1 To recognise that visually sensitive hill country provides a visual backdrop to large parts
of the District, and in some locations this land is of quite a steep grade. The values of
these landscapes are:

a. A mixture of steep grade to gently rolling country dominated by pasture and
pockets of bush; and

b. These rural hills form the backdrop to many of the views in the District; and

c. The aesthetic value of these landscapes is moderate with pockets of forest
which have high natural character values. The main characteristic is a
patchwork of pasture, trees and bush.

d. Sanitorium Hill/Pukemako visually sensitive hill country contains regionally
significant prospective greywacke resources whose extraction can have adverse
effects on landscape values, while providing benefits to communities through the
sustained supply of aggregate.

Policy - Maintaining the values of visually sensitive hill country

25.3.4.2 To maintain or enhance the values of the visually sensitive hill country by recognising
the landscape values associated with working pastoral environments and through the
careful location of buildings (including artificial crop protection structures and crop
support structures), driveways and infrastructure that align with the contours of the
land, the use of appropriate design, materials and colours, and minimising earthworks
and minimising the need for bush removal.

Policy - River and lake environs

25.3.4.3 To recognise that the river and lake environs provide a visual backdrop to the lakes and
rivers, in particular on the highly visible exposed river flats. The river and lakes environs
values include the backdrop that the river terrace slopes and rocky outcrops, and
vegetation, provide around lakes and rivers. 

Policy - Maintaining the values of the river and lake environs

25.3.4.4 To ensure that the amenity and values of the river and lake environs are maintained, or
enhanced, the locations of buildings (including artificial crop protection structures and
crop support structures), infrastructure and driveways shall not dominate these
landscapes. Buildings shall use appropriate design, materials and colours, artificial
crop protection structures use appropriate cloth colour, and vegetation removal should
be avoided.

Objective - Viewshafts and State Highway 3 scenic corridor

25.3.5 To maintain views to identified landscape features from viewshafts and the State
Highway 3 scenic corridor identified on the Planning Maps, while recognising the
landscape values associated with working pastoral environments.
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Policy - Protection of viewshafts

25.3.5.1 To maintain the viewshafts to Mt Pirongia, Mt Kakepuku, Maungatautari Mountain, Mt Te
Kawa, the District’s peat lakes, and Rangiāowhia Ridge; buildings, forestry, woodlots,
artificial screenscrop protection structures, crop support structures, and shelter
beltsshelterbelts shall be located to retain these views, from the identified viewshafts
along State Highway 39 39, the Cambridge to Te Awamutu Road, and the Rangiāowhia
and Paterangi ridges.

Policy - State Highway 3 scenic corridor between Hamilton and Te Awamutu

25.3.5.2 The values of the State Highway 3 3 scenic corridor are the prominent and memorable
views to the outstanding natural landscape features, the volcanic cones and views of
nationally significant peat lakes. The location of buildings, driveways and infrastructure,
shelterbelts, artificial screenscrop protection structures, crop support structures,
woodlots and commercial forestry shall be managed to recognise, maintain or enhance
the views.

Objective - Cultural landscapes

25.3.6 To recognise and provide for the historic heritage values and the relationship of tāngata
whenua with their ancestral lands through maintaining the values associated with the
cultural landscapes identified in this Plan and on the Planning Maps.

Policy - Identification of cultural landscapes

25.3.6.1 To bring the cultural landscapes within Waipā and their associated values (including
historic heritage) to public attention, and to ensure that activities do not compromise
their values, through identifying them within the Plan and on the Planning Maps as
follows:
 

a. Pirongia cultural landscapes values:

i. Long standing symbols of identity with spiritual significance; and

ii. Their prominence within landscapes; and

iii. The presence of native vegetation and wildlife; and

iv. The presence of unidentified significant sites.

b. Maungatautari mountain cultural landscape values:

i. Long standing symbol of identity with spiritual significance and is
celebrated in tribal poetry and songs; and

ii. Their prominence within landscapes; and

iii. The presence of native vegetation and wildlife; and
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place in 1830 where many warriors died; and

ii. A long history of occupation and the connection to the river and the
Maunga through the historic pā sites; and

iii. The land form and landscape between the river and the historic pā sites.

h. Waiari cultural landscape values:

i. Skirmish between British and tāngata whenua in February 1864 resulted in
the death of both tāngata whenua warriors and British soldiers; and

ii. Waiari is a registered archaeological site with a long history of pre
European occupation.

i. Hingakaka cultural landscape values:

i. A significant and historically pivotal pre-european battle took place where
oral tradition reports thousands of warriors died; and

ii. Many taonga were buried in the lake, which is now dry land due to
drainage; and

iii. The high probability of the presence of urupā and undiscovered sites and
artefacts.

Policy - Managing the location of development within cultural landscapes

25.3.6.2 The location of buildings (including artificial crop protection structures and crop support
structures), wastewater treatment and disposal systems, shelterbelts and some
earthworks shall be managed to avoid adverse effects on the values of the cultural
landscapes of Pirongia, Maungatautari, Kakepuku, Matakitaki, Rangiāowhia, Ōrakau,
Pukekura, Waiari and the Hingakākā battle site.

Policy - Assessing development within alert layer cultural landscapes

25.3.6.3 The relationship of Maori with their ancestral lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu and other
taonga within alert level cultural landscapes will be assessed in the event that a
resource consent is triggered within the cultural landscape.

Policy - Retention of cultural and heritage connections

25.3.6.4 Development shall be managed to retain cultural and/or heritage connections between
places, sites or points of cultural or heritage significance within or between cultural
landscapes.

Policy - Public awareness and protection of cultural landscapes

25.3.6.5 To promote and encourage public awareness and protection of cultural landscapes and
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25.3.9.2 To enable sustainably harvested forestry operations (particularly indigenous) that
maintain a continuous canopy.

Policy - Forestry that provides a land stability benefit

25.3.9.3 To provide for forestry operations that provide a clear benefit to land stability and
improved water quality, particularly where the operation minimises adverse effects on
landscape values.

Policy - Existing forestry in landscape areas

25.3.9.4 To provide for the harvesting of forestry blocks planted prior to Plan notification within
landscapes as a controlled activity.

Objective - Shelter beltsShelterbelts, artificial crop protection and crop
support structures for artificial screening in natural landscapes and viewshafts

25.3.10 Ensure that the location of shelter beltsshelterbelts, artificial crop protection structures
and artificial screens maintainscrop support structures maintain the character and
amenity of natural landscapes, and the views of outstanding landscape features from
identified viewshafts.

Policy - Shelter beltsShelterbelts, artificial crop protection structures and artificial
screenscrop support structures locating in viewshafts

25.3.10.1 Shelter belts
Shelterbelts, artificial crop protection structures and artificial screenscrop support
structures shall avoid locating in viewshafts where the views to the outstanding natural
features, and mountains and heritage items cannot be maintained.

Policy - Artificial screenscrop protection structures and crop support structures in
natural landscapes and viewshafts

25.3.10.2 Artificial screenscrop protection structures and crop support structures shall not
detract from the character and amenity of the landscape or viewshaft.

Policy - Shelter beltsShelterbelts in natural landscapes and viewshafts

25.3.10.3 Shelter belts
Shelterbelts shall be orientated and located to minimise adverse effects on natural
landscapes and viewshafts.

Objective - Mineral and aggregate extraction within landscapes

25.3.11 To ensure that mineral and aggregate extraction avoids identified landscape areas
where extraction will compromise the landscape values.

Policy - Avoid adverse effects from mineral and aggregate extraction
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criteria in Section 21 are only a guide to the matters that Council will consider and shall not restrict
Council’s discretionary powers.

Rule - Building setback from road boundaries within identified viewshafts

25.4.2.1 The minimum building setback from road boundaries for all buildings within an identified
viewshaft must be 15m.

Advice Note: This requirement is not additional to the minimum building setback for road boundaries in
the Rural Zone.

Activities that fail to comply with this rule will require a resource consent for a
discretionary activity.

Rules - Colour of buildings

25.4.2.2 For all buildings (except for permeable cloth associated with artificial crop protection
structures) within natural landscapes and viewshafts identified on the Planning Maps,
the whole of the walls and façadeçade of the structure (including doors, window sills,
and chimneys) shall be finished so that they are either of:

a. Unpainted natural timber board or batten; or

b. Uncoated brick, stone, or concrete block, or any surface coated with paint, stain
or varnish but in each case, the colours must be in accordance with Appendix
N6; or

c. A combination of the above.

25.4.2.3 The whole of the roof of the building (except for permeable cloth associated with an
artificial crop protection structure) in a natural landscape or viewshaft identified on the
Planning Maps shall be finished in the colours set out in Appendix N6, provided that:

a. This rule does not apply to an extension of an existing dwelling or accessory
building or a farm building that is not visible from a public place; and

b. In the event that the extension is visible from a public place, the extension and
existing building shall comply with the colours set out in Appendix N6; and

c. Roofs, shall use a darker colour than the walls of the building.

Activities that fail to comply with Rules 25.4.2.2 and 25.4.2.3 will require a resource
consent for a discretionary activity.

Rule - Glazing of structures and buildings

25.4.2.4 In an outstanding landscape or viewshaft identified on the Planning Maps where more
than 40% of any exterior wall that is visible from a public place is in glazing, buildings
shall:

Volume 1 - Waipa District Plan 2016 \ Part F - District Wide Natural and Cultural Heritage
\ Section 25 - Landscapes and Viewshafts

Waipā District Plan

Page 20 of 23
Proposed Plan Change 25 - Shelterbelts and Crop Protection and Support Structures (Draft Notification Version - June 2025)

Version: 3, Version Date: 09/06/2025
Document Set ID: 11439639

10





 

 
 

Attachment 2 – Relief Sought (shown as blue highlighted text) 

10



4.3.2.2 Recognise and protect the continued operation of the Rural Zone as a pastoralrural
working environment.

Policy - Farming activities to avoid adverse effects

4.3.2.3 Manage farming activities so that they do not result in adverse effects on the environment
or adjacent sites by ensuring:

a. Buildings are located appropriately; and

b. Adverse effects, are avoided, remedied or mitigated.

Policy - Farm buildings and activities to internalise adverse effects

4.3.2.4 Farm buildings (including artificial crop protection structures and crop support structures),
and activities shall be located and scaled to minimise adverse effects on rural character
and amenity.

Policy - Equine industry

4.3.2.5 To enable the activities of the equine industry to be undertaken within the rural areas of the
District.

Policy - Storage and processing of horticultural and agricultural produce grown on the
holding

4.3.2.6 To enable the storage and initial processing of horticultural or agricultural produce grown
on the same holding as part of a farming activity.

Policy - Goat and deer fencing

4.3.2.7 To ensure that good practice fencing standards for deer and goat populations are
undertaken in proximity to significant natural areas.

Objective - Rural activity: shelterbelts, woodlots, and commercial forestry

4.3.3 To ensure commercial forestry and/or woodlot forestry and shelterbelts do not have an
adverse effect on the environment, the amenity of adjacent properties, or on infrastructure
such as roads, railway lines, electricity transmission and distribution lines, and boundary
fence lines.

Policy - Forestry to avoid adverse effects

4.3.3.1 Manage woodlot forestry and commercial forestry so that it does not result in adverse
effects on the environment by ensuring:

a. Woodlot forestry and commercial forestry is located appropriately and does not
adversely affect the safety or daylight access to adjacent properties; and

b. Woodlot forestry and commercial forestry does not adversely affect transmission
and distribution lines for the conveyance of electricity; and
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from the Waikato River and its associated lakes.
j. Within the High Amenity Landscapes and River and

Lake Environs:
i. The extent to which the building is set back

from the river and does not dominate the river
landscape; and

ii. The extent to which the location of the building
and accessway integrates into the
surrounding natural environment; and

iii. Whether the grouping of buildings obstructs
or detracts from the landscape or feature; and

iv. The extent to which the building does not
compromise cultural values associated with
the River.

k. On vacant sites, whether the building location is
constrained by other topographical or geotechnical
constraints.

l. The extent to which the building responds to the
guidelines in Appendix DG7.

21.1.25.9 A primary dwelling, where
the property is
predominantly located within
the Outstanding Natural
Feature or Landscape
Overlay and the site existed
prior to 30 May 2014

a. The extent to which the location, colour, scale, form,
design and materials (including non-reflective
glazing) integrate the building and access into the
landscape and/or obstructs or detracts from the
landscape or feature.

b. The protection of existing vegetation and/or
proposed mitigation/enhancement planting to assist
the visual integration of built form.

c. Retaining wall scale, materials and colour.
d. Fencing scale, materials and height.
e. Driveway location, integration with the landscape

and colour/materiality.
f. The extent to which the building responds to the

guidelines in Appendix DG7.
g. The extent to which dwellings within Outstanding

Landscapes have used low reflectivity glass and/or
use the building form to minimise the reflectivity of
glazing particularly where more than 40% of an
exterior wall is in glazing.

21.1.25.10Artificial screensCrop
Protection Structures and
ancillary structuresCrop
Support Structures (Rule
25.4.1.1.h.)

a. The extent to which the colour and materials of the
artificial screencrop protection structures and/or
ancillary structurecrop support structures integrates
into the landscape.

b. The extent to which the height and location of the
artificial screencrop protection structure and/or
ancillarycrop support structure integrates into the
landscape.

c. The extent to which the artificial screencrop
protection structure and associated structure
respondscrop support structures respond to the
guidelines in Appendix DG7.
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d. The extent to which the artificial screencrop
protection structures and/or ancillary structure
iscrop support structures are visible from a public
place.

21.1.25.11Shelterbelts, including
shelterbelts in viewshafts
and the State Highway 3
scenic corridor (Rule
25.4.1.1.i.)

a. The extent to which the shelterbelt might block
views to landscape features from viewshafts.

b. The height the proposed species within the
shelterbelt could potentially grow to.

c. The extent to which the shelterbelt responds to the
guidelines in Appendix DG7.

d. The extent to which the shelterbelt is visible from a
public place.

21.1.25.12Planting of two hectares or
more of single species
exotic forestry per holding

a. The nature and extent of effects of the forestry on
landscape values as follows:

i. Whether the proposed forestry is likely to be
visually prominent to the extent that it
dominates or detracts from views and
landscape values; and

ii. The extent of roading and tracking required to
facilitate harvest; and

iii. Visibility and extent of any area being
harvested; and

iv. The extent to which forestry boundaries
reinforce landform boundaries.

b. The potential to block important views from roads
and other public places.

c. The proximity to neighbouring properties, and the
potential to shade neighbouring residences.

d. The effect of the activity on the ecological values of
the site and surrounding environment.

e. The extent to which harvesting will be undertaken in
a manner that does not result in significant adverse
effects on landscape values.

f. The nature and extent of any effects on the
relationship of tāngata whenua with their ancestral
lands, water sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga.

g. Benefits of forestry in terms of land stability.

21.1.25.13Glazing of structures and
buildings

a. The extent to which the location and visibility of the
structure or building accentuates or minimises the
effect of glazing and associated reflectivity.

b. The extent to which the orientation and design of the
structure or building incorporates materials or layout
to minimise reflectivity including the visual
prominence of glazing to integrate the building into
the surrounding natural environment.

c. The extent to which the structure or building
incorporates low reflectivity glass and/or uses the
building form to minimise the reflectivity of glazing
particularly where more than 40% of an exterior wall
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