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Waikato Regional Council submission to Proposed Private Plan Change 37 – Rider Park 
Structure Plan to the Waipā District Plan 

30 April 2026 

Introduction 

1. Waikato Regional Council (WRC) appreciates the opportunity to make a submission to Proposed
Private Plan Change 37 – Rider Park Structure Plan to the Waipā District Plan (PPC37). WRC’s primary
interest is in relation to the Waikato Regional Policy Statement (WRPS). District plans, including plan
changes such as this one, are required to give effect to the WRPS under s75(3)(c)) of the Resource
Management Act 1991 (RMA). Territorial authorities must also have regard to Proposed WRPS Change
1 (National Policy Statement on Urban Development and Future Proof Strategy Update) (WRPS
Change 1) – Decisions version under s74(2)(a)(i) of the RMA.

2. The key areas of interest for PPC37 relate to the WRPS and Proposed WRPS Change 1 – Decisions
version, the Future Proof land use pattern, highly productive land/high class soils and ecological
effects, particularly in relation to long-tailed bats and their habitat.

3. Given the proximity of the site to the Waikato River, we also highlight that it is important the plan
change gives effect to Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato – the Vision and Strategy for the
Waikato River. This includes ensuring that stormwater is appropriately managed within the plan
change area in accordance with the Waikato Stormwater Management Guideline and Regional
Infrastructure Technical Specifications.

4. WRC acknowledges that approximately 45.71ha of the plan change site is currently zoned Deferred
Residential and located within the C5 Growth Cell, which is identified for future urban development
post-2035 in the Waipā District Plan. The plan change proposes to bring forward the planned timing
of development of this area. Whereas the remaining approximately 52.89ha of the site, which is
currently zoned Rural, is not identified for future urban development in the WRPS, Future Proof
Strategy 2024 nor Waipā District Plan.

5. We consider the proposed plan change does not currently provide sufficient evidence to demonstrate
that the proposed rezoning of the Rural Zone portion of the site meets the requirements for urban
rezoning of highly productive land under the National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land
2022 (NPS-HPL); particularly that the rezoning is required to provide sufficient development capacity
to meet demand for housing land, or that the ‘live-zoning’ of the C5 Growth Cell needs to be brought
forward. Further assessment and evidence would be required to demonstrate whether the plan
change meets the requirements of the NPS-HPL and the criteria for Out-of-sequence and
unanticipated developments in Proposed WRPS Change 1 – Decisions version.

6. Our submission is focused on ensuring a strategic and integrated approach is taken to the zoning of
land for urban development and that the proposed rezoning is supported by sufficient information in
accordance with the WRPS, as is required by the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). It is
particularly important that sufficient evidence is provided to demonstrate the suitability of the
proposed urban land use for the Rural Zone portion of the site, given this is not anticipated by strategic
planning documents.

7. The unanticipated/out-of-sequence nature of the proposed plan change also creates challenges for
integrated infrastructure and transport planning, including for public transport provision. It is
important that the plan change does not undermine existing infrastructure and transport planning,
achieves efficient use of natural resources and supports reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. It is
noted that emissions are likely to be more from the proposed urban use than the present rural use,
information on how the proposal intends to mitigate this increase is lacking.
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8. The table below identifies specific areas where further assessment is recommended in relation to the 
relevant higher-order policy documents under the RMA. It also provides recommended amendments
to proposed provisions.
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Further information and hearings 

WRC wishes to be heard at the hearings for Proposed Private Plan Change 37 – Rider Park Structure Plan to 
the Waipā District Plan in support of this submission and is prepared to consider a joint submission with 
others making a similar submission. 

WRC could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission. 

Submitter details 

Waikato Regional Council 
Contact person: Katrina Andrews (Strategic and Spatial Planning) 
Email:   
Phone:  

Post: Private Bag 3038 
Waikato Mail Centre 
Hamilton 3240 

I could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission 
I am not directly affected by an effect of the subject matter of the submission that: 
(a) does not adversely affect the environment; and
(b) does not relate to trade competition or the effects of trade competition.
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